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I CLAIM : 

Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A flang e d joint (1), comprising at l e ast on e flat gask e t 
(10) h e ld b e twe e n th e facing flang e surfac e s (2, 4 ) of compon e nts (6, 8 ), such a s lin e s or 
container parts, which stor e or guid e a pr e s s urized m e dium, charact e rized in that at l e ast on e 
lamella ring (20, 22, 24; 4 8 ; 50, 52, 54; 56; 5 8 ) is h e ld in an annular groov e (16) and bias e d, 
ess e ntially without a gap, against a working diameter (40) radially opposing th e annular 
groov e (16), i s arrang e d upstr e am of the flat gask e t (10), in th e dir e ction of th e pr e ssur e 
diff e r e nc e from the pressur e side to th e e nvironment sid e . A flanged joint for a pressurized 
medium, the flanged joint comprising: 

a first component and a second component having an interior; 

at least one flat gasket held between facing surfaces of the first and second 

components; 

an annular groove and a radially opposed working diameter located between 
the interior and the at least one flat gasket; and 

at least one lamella ring held in the annular groove and biased, essentially 
without a gap, against the working diameter, 

2. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to claim 1, charact e riz e d in 
that said wherein the at least one lamella ring (20, 22 ? 24; 4 8 ; 50, 52, 54; 56; 5 8 ) is held in 
said -the annular groove (+6) with little axial play. 

3. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to claim 2, charact e riz e d in 
that said h wherein the at least one lamella ring (20, 22, 24; 4 8 ; 50, 52, 54; 56; 5 8 ) is arranged 
in said- the annular groove (1-6) parallel to the-a_plane of the-flange surfaces (2, 4) of the at 
least one flat gasket . 

4. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to at least one of the 
preceding claims, characterized in that Claim K wherein the at least one lamella ring includes 
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a plurality of lamella rings (20, 22, 24; 50, 52, 51; 56; 5 8 ) io axially arranged axially in series. 

5. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to claim 4, characterized in 
that, of said wherein the plurality of lamella rings (20, 22, 21) axially arranged in 
series xincludes at least the -one lamella ring (20) facing the pressure side and the-at least one 
lamella ring (24) facing the environment side afe -and those rings being b iased against the 
working diameter, and the plurality of lamella rings includes at least one lamella ring (22) 
axially arranged between those lamella rings (20, 21) is b iased against a bottom of said-die 
annular groove O^ Vand axially arranged between the at least one lamel la ring facing the 
pressure ride and the at least one ring facing the environment side . 

6. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to at least one of the 
prnrnHing nlnim^ characterized in tha t Claim 1, wherein the of least one lamella ring (50, 52, 
51; 56; 58) isincludes a single-turn lamella ring with an axial abutment opening of a steel 
band extending in one plane. 

7. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to at least one of claims 1 to 
S fthnmct e rirod in that said C laim 1 . wherein the at least one lamella ring is a single-turn disk- 
like lamella ring (56; 5 8 ) of a steel band formed in the-amanner and form of a disk spring. 

8. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to claim 7, characterized in 
tha twherein the single-turn disk-like lamella ring includes at least a pair of twe-disk-like 
lamella rings (56; 5 8 ) is provid e d h aving a conical form and axially opposing each other with 
respect to their conical form. 

9. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to at least one of claims 1 to 
S chnrnct e rizod in that said Claim 1 , wherein the at least one lamella ring is a double-turn 
lamella ring (20, 22, 24) of a steel-metal b and of constant width, or of a different metal, 
wherein theand ends (26, 2 8 ) of the double turns double-turns of the ring protrude towards the 
an_inside or toward the-an outside in a relaxed state of the double-turn lamella ring (20, 22, 
244 . such protrusion departing from a circular form provided by the-fes ta remainder of the 
double-turn lamella ring, and the ends are in alignment with the circular form of the double- 
turn lamella ring (20, 22, 21) in a biased state. 

10. (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to at least on e of th e 
proving rlnim r, . characterized in that Claim 1, wherein the twe -first and second components 
(6. 8 ) hav e include a radial overlapping area (32) in such a way suchthat one (6) of said-the 
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components has -includes an axially protruding annular collar (54) engaging a 
complementary, annular recess (56) of the othe r on e ( 8 ) of said compon e nts, which has its 
component, the other component having an inner circumferential surface (40) forming the 
working diameter. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The flanged joint according to claim 1 0, characterized in 
that said wherein the annular groove (16) op e n opens toward the-an outside and is formed in 
said-thg axially protruding annular colla r (34) of the one (6) of said components . 

12. (New) The flanged joint according to Claim 9, wherein the metal band is a 
steel band. 



